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ARTICLE I

Name

The name of the organization shall be “The Young Democrats of Mecklenburg County.”

ARTICLE II

Purposes

The purpose of this organization shall be to stimulate in young people an active interest in governmental affairs, to increase the efficiency of popular government, to foster and perpetrate the ideals and principles of the Democratic Party, to recruit new members for the Democratic Party, to help acquaint voters with the issues and the candidates and to provide for our people through its administration the highest degree of justice, social welfare and happiness.

ARTICLE III

Affiliation

This organization shall affiliate with and become a part of the Young Democrats of North Carolina so long as such organization is affiliated with the Young Democrats of America.

ARTICLE IV

Policy

Section 1.
This organization shall not endorse or support the candidacy of any person for public office prior to nomination by the Democratic Party or in any other manner give its influence as an organization to the cause of any candidate or fraction of the Party within intra party matters.  Individual members, including officers, may engage as individuals in such matters.

Section 2.
This organization shall support actively the nominees of the Democratic Party in national, state, and local elections; it shall contact an aggressive county wide campaign in support of the nominees and the platform of the Democratic Party; it shall endeavor to maintain permanent contact with Young Democrats throughout its area and it shall function continuously in order that it may contribute continually to the growth and influence of the Democratic Party.

Section 3.  
All members of this organization will be eligible to be members of the Young Democrats of North Carolina.

Section 4.
When in the event an officer elects to run for public office in a contested primary, said officer shall resign his office in this club upon formal announcement of his or her candidacy for public office.

ARTICLE V

Membership

Section 1.
Any person who professes and demonstrates allegiance to the principles of the Democratic Party shall be eligible for membership in the Young Democrats of Mecklenburg County.  All members must be registered to vote as a Democrat.

Section 2.
There shall be three classifications of membership:  Active, Associate, and Honorary.  Any member who has passed his thirty-sixth birthday shall be an Associate member.  Any person who is not and active member of this organization and who professes and demonstrates allegiance to the principles of the Democratic Party and who the Executive Committee of this club determines by a majority vote has rendered service of outstanding character in the advancement of the Democratic Party, shall be eligible for Honorary membership.  Associate and Honorary members shall carry all of the right and privileges of active membership, except that no Associate or Honorary member shall be eligible to vote or hold office in this or any Young Democrat of North Carolina organization.

Section 3.
All members of this organization will be eligible to be members of the Young Democrats of North Carolina.

Section 4.
For disloyalty to, or failure to support, the Democratic Party, or for any conduct, either criminal or degrading in character, any member, after due notice and hearing, may be expelled by three fourths vote of the governing body of this club or of the State Executive Committee; provided, any member so expelled shall have the right of appeal to the State Executive Committee and thence to the next annual State Convention of the Young Democrats of North Carolina, whose action, determined by a two thirds affirmative vote, shall be final.

Section 5.
No person shall be an Active member of this club and of any other Young Democrats Club in North Carolina; provided, however, that any person duly enrolled at an institute of higher learning in North Carolina, who becomes a member of the duly organized Young Democrats club at said institution, may also be a member of this club so long as their permanent residence is in Mecklenburg County, in order that they may remain active during the entire year.  Said person shall be eligible to cast votes with only one club throughout the State Convention.

ARTICLE VI

Officers

Section 1.
The officers of the club shall consist of a President, a First Vice President, a Second Vice President, a Third Vice President, a Secretary, and a Treasurer elected by and from the dues paid membership of the club.

Section 2.
Only active members shall be eligible for election to office in this organization.

Section 3.
The duties of the officers shall be stated in the Bylaws of this organization, in addition to such special duties as are elsewhere stated in this constitution and such duties as are customarily allocated and attributed to such officers.

Section 4.
Officers of the club shall be elected at the regular March meeting of the club for a term of one year, by a majority vote of all active, dues paid members present in person who are entitled to vote as set forth in Article X.  Elected officers will take office on May 1 following their elections.

Section 5.
Should any officer, for any reason, be unable to serve out his or her term, the Executive Committee may appoint an officer on an interim basis until an election shall be held to fill that vacancy.  Should the elected President, for any reason, be unable to sere out his or her term, the First Vice President shall succeed him or her until an election shall be held to fill that vacancy.  A meeting to elect a replacement officer shall be held within thirty days of the effective date of resignation of the said officer(s).

Section 6.
All nominations of officers will be made from the floor at the time of the meeting held for the purpose of electing officers.

Section 7.
In case of contested elections, voting at the annual election for officers shall be by written ballot, which ballot shall be prepared and the counting of said ballots be supervised by the Election Committee.  No proxy votes will be allowed.

Section 8.
Any Board Member missing three (3) consecutive meetings shall be considered resigned and will have the opportunity to submit written testament to his or her case why resignation is not necessary.

ARTICLE VII

Executive Committee, Governing Body, Standing Committee

Section 1.
The President, The First Vice President, the Second Vice President, the Secretary, the Treasurer, and the immediate Past President shall constitute the Executive Committee and shall be the governing body of the club.  The Executive Committee shall serve as the administrative body for the club between meetings and shall carry out the directions and purposes of the club.  Meetings of the Executive Committee shall be held at such times and places and upon such occasions as the Executive Committee may decide, or as the President of any other two officers may specify upon at least two days written notice.

Section 2.
The President as early as practical after the elections may appoint the following committees from the dues paid members of the Young Democrats of Mecklenburg County:  Constitution and Bylaws, Elections, Finance and Fundraising, Membership, Public Policy,  Communications and Publicity Civic Engagement and Special Events and Audit, provided that the Audit Committee shall be composed of three members and shall be appointed by the President elect prior to the date he or she takes office and the immediate past Treasurer shall present a balance sheet reflecting the financial condition of the club as of April 30th of the year then ending, said statement to be presented at the first meeting of the Club of the new year and certified by the Audit Committee.

Section 8 
The Executive Committee procedures are as follows:

A. Any member of the Executive Committee of the Young Democrats Club of Mecklenburg County who becomes a candidate for wither elective or appointive public office shall immediately resign from the Executive Committee, upon his or her filing or being appointed to said office. In the event any candidate has a spouse who is a member of the Executive Committee, said spouse shall resign immediately upon his or her becoming a candidate for elective or appointive office.

B. The President of the Young Democrats of Mecklenburg County, who does not serve out the term of his or her office for any reason, shall not be a member of the Executive Committee.  The next preceding past President who has completed a term of office by election or succession shall be the immediate past president on the Executive Committee.

ARTICLE VIII

Meetings

Section 1. 
There shall be a minimum of eight meetings or functions of the club held during each year.  One meeting shall be held before the date of the Annual State Convention.

Section 2.
Special meetings of the club shall be held upon such occasions and at such times, places, and on such dates as the President of the Executive Committee may specify.

Section 3.
Notices of each regular or special meeting shall be published from within Mecklenburg County at least five days prior to the said meeting, provided that notice of the regular meeting for the election of officers shall be given as provided in Article VI, Section 4 of this Constitution.

Section 4.
The fiscal year of this organization shall run from May 1 until April 30.

ARTICLE IX

Dues

Each member of the club shall pay an annual membership fee of dues as set forth in

the Bylaws, which shall be collected by the Treasurer, or by such Committee as the 

President may from time to time designate, provided however, that all membership fees 

and the names and addresses of the members shall be first turned into the Treasurer, after 

which time the names and addresses are to be submitted to the Secretary for proper 

recording on the membership rolls of the club.

ARTICLE X

Voting Qualifications

Upon the election of officers and upon consideration of any matter or question put to a 

vote, provided however, that for the election of officers only those active members shall 

be entitled to vote whose dues and names have been submitted to the Secretary of this 

organization by 5:00 PM on March 1, preceding the date of the March elections.  On or 

before the week prior to the date of elections, the Secretary will certify to the Chairman 

of the Election Committee the complete list of all active members who will be entitled to 

vote at the March meeting for the election of officers.

ARTICLE XI

Bylaws

The club may adopt such Bylaws as from time to time it shall deem necessary or prudent.  

Bylaws shall be adopted when approved by a majority vote of the dues paid members 

Present at any meeting provided in Article VIII, Section 3 of this Constitution.  No 

Proposed Bylaw may be considered or voted upon unless the notice of the regular or special meeting at which the Bylaw is proposed shall have contained a brief statement describing the general nature of the proposed Bylaw change.

ARTICLE XII

Amendments

Before any amendment may be voted on, the amendment must be read at the preceding regular meeting.  This Constitution may be amended by two-thirds affirmative vote of the members present at the meeting and eligible to vote as herein above specified; provided however, that no proposed constitutional amendment may be considered or voted upon unless the notice of the regular or special meeting at which the amendment is proposed shall have contained a brief statement describing the general nature of the proposed amendment.  Any amendment will be immediately adopted by the club upon two-thirds affirmative vote of the members present and remain in effect until the same shall be repealed or amended by action of the club.

ARTICLE XIII

General Rules

Procedural or parliamentary questions not specifically covered by this Constitution or Bylaws adopted pursuant to the authority granted herein shall be governed by the provisions of the latest edition of ‘Robert’s Rules of Order’.

ARTICLE XIV

Quorum

The members present and entitled to vote at any regular or special meeting shall constitute a quorum.

