Healthy Jobs, Healthy Communities, Healthy Mountains Resolution

Whereas, mountaintop removal harms WV’s current and future economic potential
Whereas, surface mining has been a primary factor in the number of mining jobs falling from 125,000 in the 1950s to under 18,000 today due to the loss of deep mining jobs

Whereas, deep mining offers many more jobs than mountaintop removal 
Whereas, the WVYD recognize the importance of coal mining to the state and also the UMWA’s concern about mountaintop removal

Whereas, more than 1,200 miles of streams have been significantly impacted with more than 750 miles of those streams permanently buried under valley fills in Appalachia as of 2003
Whereas, mountaintop removal significantly increases the danger and incidence of both flooding and landslides, damages local property values, and significantly harms both water quality and quantity

Whereas, mountaintop removal is the destruction of the most biodiverse temperate forest in the world

Whereas, more than 300,000 acres of hardwood forest has been destroyed by mountaintop removal 
Whereas, more than 56% of West Virginians are opposed to mountaintop removal while just 29% support it
Whereas, legislators need to encourage good paying green jobs and sustainable industries 
Whereas, West Virginians deserve good paying jobs that do not harm our water quality and health
Be It Resolved by the West Virginia Young Democrats
That the WVYD supports enforcement of set regulations around safety and environmental laws with respect to mountaintop removal and if necessary implement new legislation around concerns
That the WVYD opposes a high concentration of mountaintop removal sites in a geographic area
That the WVYD supports a moratorium on new permits until further study can be done on the effects of mountaintop removal while active sites which comply with current regulations remain active

That the WVYD supports further investigation into the long term ramifications of continued coal mining on the health of communities surrounding mining

That re-apportionment or increase of the coal severance tax should be reviewed in order to provide additional investment in renewable energy
That the WVYD supports alternative methods of mining coal

That all Democratic legislators on all levels of government publicly, vigorously, and quickly act to protect safety standards in deep mines and bring good paying green jobs through reclamation, renewable energy, sustainable industries, and other areas of the economy to all areas of WV.
